WHAT BOOKS TO BEAD                   203

order from that which is common in the cram books
of the present day. But high above all others, even
of this period, ranks one book. Todd's Annals of
Bajasthan, which has been the source of national
ideas to Indian readers ever since literacy became
general, ought now to be known by heart by every
Indian boy and girl in the vernacular. Translation
of Persian memoirs, district reports and archaeo-
logical surveys, all these constitute sources of history
rather than history itself, and to the study of these
I would commend you. If there'is one English
book which is more valuable than another for the
student or would-be writers of Indian history, it is
Fergusson's History of Indian Architecture. For
when we study cities and buildings you must re-
member that we are face to face with facts: when
we read books we may be absorbing ourselves in
speculations. About the age of a building we can
be sure from the testimony of our senses. And the
date of a battle is vastly less important.

I have left no time for speaking of books of the
personal life, favourite books of which everyone
must have some. For we livre the life of literature
much in the fashion of a journey. We determine
our starting-point, our goal and our route, but of
what fellow-travellers we shall meet or overtake,
what decision we shall make, or what events or
scenes we shall specially note by the way of all this*